
Intercession and the Sovereignty of God 

1. Conceptual Framework: Sovereignty and Prayer 

Key Doctrinal Pillars: 
●​ Immutability of God: Malachi 3:6; Hebrews 13:8 
●​ Divine Omniscience and Omnipotence: Isaiah 46:9-10; Psalm 115:3 
●​ Human Responsibility in Prayer: James 5:16; Ezekiel 22:30 

Theological Tension:  While God is unchanging and His will is sovereign, Scripture consistently presents 
prayer as a divinely instituted mechanism through which God's purposes are fulfilled. 

Resolution:  God ordains both the ends (His will) and the means (intercession). Thus, intercessory 
prayer functions within God’s sovereign framework as a participatory instrument in His providence. 

 

2. Definition and Scope of Intercession 

Definition:  Intercession is the act of petitioning God on behalf of others, functioning as a mediatorial 
activity consistent with biblical precedent. 

Scope: 
●​ Personal: Individual intercession for family, friends 
●​ Ecclesiastical: Corporate intercession within the church body 
●​ Societal/National: Prayers for leaders, justice, and national repentance (cf. 1 Timothy 2:1) 

 

3. Biblical Case Studies in Intercession 

A. Abraham – Genesis 18:16–33 
●​ Abraham negotiates with God on moral grounds. 
●​ God's engagement reflects His willingness to act in mercy through intercession. 
●​ Outcome: Partial deliverance (Lot spared). 

B. Moses – Exodus 32:9–14 
●​ Moses appeals to God's covenantal promises. 
●​ The text attributes "relenting" to God, denoting responsiveness to covenant mediators. 

C. Christ as Eternal Intercessor – Romans 8:34; Hebrews 7:25 
●​ Christ's high priestly ministry includes perpetual intercession. 
●​ Our intercession is modeled after and empowered by His. 



 

4. The Function of Intercession 
1. Alignment with Divine Will: 
   - Romans 8:26-27: The Spirit guides prayer according to God’s purposes. 
 
2. Sanctification of the Intercessor: 
   - Galatians 6:2: Encourages empathy and spiritual growth. 
 
3. Instrument of Divine Mercy: 
   - 2 Chronicles 7:14: National healing conditioned on intercessory repentance. 
 
4. Transformation of the Intercessor: 
   - Prayer recalibrates desires and priorities toward godliness. 
 

5. Practical Implementation Strategies 
●​ Identification: Seek divine guidance to discern intercessory targets (individuals, groups, 

issues). 
●​ Scriptural Foundation: Utilize passages such as Ephesians 1:17-19 to structure 

intercessory content. 
●​ Persistence: Emulate the persistent widow (Luke 18:1-8). 
●​ Track: Maintain a prayer journal to track petitions and providential outcomes. 
●​ Join With Other Believers: Develop or participate in an intercessory prayer group. 

 
 

Summary Statement: 
Intercession, rightly understood, is a theologically grounded, Spirit-empowered practice that 
harmonizes with God's sovereign purposes. It is not an attempt to alter divine will but a means 
of participating in it. 
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